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Purpose and perspective. This concise reference identifies thirty major difficulties in the viewpoint

named above from a pre-tribulation, dispensational reading of Scripture. It is intended for Bible study,

teaching, and gracious doctrinal discussion. Scripture references are supplied for further study; readers

should examine every claim in its full context.

Thirty Reasons for Reconsideration

¢1. It places the Rapture at a fixed midpoint rather than as imminent. If the covenant and first
three-and-a-half years must occur first, Christ cannot come at any moment for His Church.

®2. It puts the Church inside Daniel’s seventieth week. The seventy weeks are decreed for Israel and
Jerusalem, while the Church is a distinct mystery body (Daniel 9:24; Ephesians 3:1-10).

3. It assumes only the second half is divine wrath. The Lamb opens the seals from the beginning,
and those judgments bear heaven’s judicial authority (Revelation 6).

¢4, It mistakes the midpoint for the beginning of the Day of the Lord. The Day is an extended
prophetic period whose judgments need not be confined to the final forty-two months.

o5, It weakens the promise of rescue from wrath. The Church is delivered from the coming wrath as
a destiny, not removed after enduring half of its appointed judgments (1 Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9).

¢6. It limits Revelation 3:10 to partial exemption. Christ promises preservation from the hour of
worldwide testing, language that points to removal before the entire testing period.

7. It confuses Israel’s midpoint sign with the Church’s hope. The abomination of desolation is tied
to Daniel, the temple, Judea, and Israel’s flight—not to instructions for the Church (Matthew
24:15-20).

8. It makes Antichrist’s covenant a prerequisite for the Blessed Hope. New Testament believers are
directed to expect Christ, not first to observe the covenant of Daniel 9:27.

*9. It makes the abomination a prerequisite for the Rapture. That requirement replaces imminency
with a measurable prophetic countdown.

¢10. It misidentifies the seventh trumpet with the Church’s last trumpet. Revelation’s seventh
trumpet is an angelic judgment signal; Paul’s trumpet summons and transforms the Church (1
Corinthians 15:52).
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*11. It assumes Revelation’s trumpet chronology maps directly onto Paul. Paul wrote of the
Church’s transformation before Revelation disclosed its series of judicial trumpets.

*12. It fails to distinguish Rapture destination from Second Coming destination. Christ takes the
Church to the Father’s house, whereas His visible return ends on earth (John 14:1-3; Zechariah
14:4).

¢13. It shortens the heavenly interval without textual warrant. Reward, presentation, and marriage
preparations are more naturally placed across the full seventieth week.

*14. It inadequately explains the twenty-four elders. They are crowned and enthroned in heaven
before the seal judgments, fitting the rewarded Church already present (Revelation 4-5).

¢15. It overlooks the Church’s narrative absence in Revelation 6-18. The Church is prominent in
chapters 1-3 but unnamed in the earthly judgment sequence, supporting prior removal.

¢16. It labels first-half believers as the earthly Church without proof. Tribulation saints may be saved
after the Rapture and need not establish the institutional Church’s continued presence.

e17. It blurs Israel’s 144,000 with the Church’s mission. Revelation explicitly identifies these sealed
servants from Israel’s tribes, signaling renewed Israel-centered witness (Revelation 7:1-8).

*18. It mishandles the two witnesses as Church-age evidence. Their Jerusalem-centered, prophetic
ministry fits Israel’s seventieth week and does not require the Church to remain.

*19. It weakens Paul’s pastoral comfort. The Church’s hope is reunion with Christ and deliverance,
not survival until a calculable midpoint (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

©20. It treats the first half as ordinary peace. The seals include conquest, war, famine, death,
martyrdom, and cosmic disturbance—hardly a wrath-free prelude.

¢21. It overlooks that the rider’s deceptive peace is itself judgment. Christ’'s opening of the first seal
releases conquest under divine permission and begins the judgment sequence (Revelation 6:1-2).

©22. It separates sovereignty from agency. Human and satanic agents can execute actions that still
function as God'’s judicial judgments, as Scripture repeatedly demonstrates.

¢23. It misreads 2 Thessalonians 2 as fixing the Rapture at the midpoint. The passage distinguishes
the gathering from the Day’s events and emphasizes restraint before the lawless one’s revelation.

24, It underestimates the restrainer’s removal. The removal of restraint before Antichrist is
unveiled fits the Church’s prior departure better than a midpoint evacuation.

25, It confuses the man of sin’s unveiling with his later temple desecration. His rise and covenant
activity precede the midpoint abomination; Scripture does not require the Church to remain until
the latter.

©26. It forces the Church into Israel’s wilderness-flight instructions. Christ’s commands to flee Judea
and concerns about Sabbath travel belong to a Jewish remnant in a local crisis.

*27. It leaves the first half outside a coherent purpose for the seventieth week. All seven years
complete God'’s decreed program for Israel and Jerusalem, not only the latter half (Daniel 9:24-
27).
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*28. It makes watchfulness depend on midpoint calculation. Constant expectancy loses its natural
force when believers can date the Rapture from the covenant’s confirmation.

*29. It provides no explicit verse saying the Church is raptured at the midpoint. The view depends
on synchronizing selected trumpets and time markers rather than on a direct apostolic statement.

©30. It is less coherent than the pre-tribulation sequence. Removing the Church before the
seventieth week best preserves imminency, Israel-Church distinction, full deliverance from wrath,
and the ordered heavenly events.

Closing Perspective

The pre-tribulation position offers the most coherent synthesis of Christ’s imminent coming for His
Church, the distinction between Israel and the Church, the Church’s deliverance from the coming wrath,
Daniel’s seventieth week, and the visible return of Christ in glory. These points are offered with

conviction and humility, encouraging every reader to test the teaching by the whole counsel of God.
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