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Copyright and Reader’s Note
Copyright © 2026 David Floyd. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations in this edition are from the King James Version (KJV), which is in the public 
domain in the United States. Scripture references may be consulted in other translations for 
comparison.

This book presents a pre-tribulation, dispensational interpretation of biblical prophecy. Faithful 
Christians differ about the timing of the Rapture. Those differences should be discussed with 
conviction, humility, and charity. The timing of the Rapture isn’t the gospel and isn’t a test of 
salvation; nevertheless, it affects how readers understand Israel, the Church, the Day of the Lord, 
and the believer’s hope.

Interpretive principle: The case presented here is cumulative. No historical quotation, 
wedding custom, word study, or isolated proof-text carries the doctrine by itself. The strongest 
case comes from the way many biblical passages fit together under a consistent grammatical-
historical reading.
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Introduction

Figure 1. The pre-tribulation conclusion rests on the convergence of several biblical doctrines.

The Case Is Cumulative

Many sincere believers reject the pre-tribulation Rapture because they’ve been told it rests on 
one disputed verse, a recent theological system, or a desire to avoid suffering. That description 
misses the real argument. Pre-tribulationism is a conclusion drawn from the convergence of 
several doctrines: Christ’s promise to receive His people, the Church’s exemption from divine 
wrath, the prophetic distinction between Israel and the Church, the character of Daniel’s 
seventieth week, the imminency of Christ’s coming, and the sequence of events in Revelation.

The doctrine doesn’t teach that Christians are exempt from persecution. Jesus promised that His 
followers would experience tribulation in the world. Church history confirms it. The question is 
narrower: has God appointed the Church—the body and Bride of Christ—to remain on earth 
during the unique, worldwide period in which the Lamb opens the seals and the prophetic 
program of Daniel 9 returns to Israel and Jerusalem?

This book argues that the answer is no. Christ may come for His Church at any moment, receive 
her to Himself, complete her resurrection and transformation, and then bring Daniel’s final 
week to fulfillment. At the end of that period, Christ returns visibly and bodily to earth with His 
saints, judges the nations, delivers Israel, and establishes His kingdom.

A useful distinction: The English word tribulation can describe ordinary affliction, while the 
title the Tribulation refers to a particular prophetic period. Confusing those uses produces 
unnecessary arguments. Pre-tribulationism promises no escape from ordinary Christian 
suffering; it promises deliverance from the eschatological wrath to come.



THE DOGEARED DISCIPLE  •  DAVID FLOYD

5

1. The Event Paul Describes
1 Thessalonians 4:16–18 KJV — For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.

Paul identifies a coordinated series of events: the Lord descends from heaven; the dead in Christ 
are raised; living believers are caught up together with them; both groups meet the Lord in the 
air; and from that point forward they are permanently with Him. The passage doesn’t place 
Christ’s feet on earth, describe the judgment of nations, or portray the defeat of earthly armies. 
Its emphasis is reunion, resurrection, transformation, and comfort.

The verb translated “caught up” is harpazō. It commonly conveys forceful or sudden removal. 
The Latin Vulgate used a form of rapio, from which English receives the word rapture. The 
objection that “rapture isn’t in the Bible” is therefore a word-game. Neither is the English word 
Trinity, yet the doctrine summarizes biblical teaching. Rapture is an English theological label 
derived through Latin for Paul’s statement that believers will be caught up.

1 Corinthians 15:51–52 KJV — Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

First Corinthians adds the instantaneous transformation of living believers. Paul calls this a 
mystery—not because resurrection was unknown in the Old Testament, but because the 
transformation of a living generation without passing through death had not been disclosed with 
this clarity. The phrase “in a moment” uses atomos, something indivisible. The change isn’t a 
long ascent or gradual spiritual improvement. It is God’s instantaneous act.

Little-known language detail: In 1 Thessalonians 4:17, “to meet” translates apantēsis. The 
word can describe going out to greet an arriving dignitary. The term itself doesn’t settle where 
the party goes afterward; the surrounding passages must answer that question. John 14 
supplies the crucial destination emphasis: Christ receives His people so they may be where He 
is, in the Father’s house.
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2. The Finished Work of Christ and Deliverance from Wrath
Romans 5:9 KJV — Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him.

1 Thessalonians 1:9–10 KJV — Ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 
And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered 
us from the wrath to come.

The cross doesn’t mean believers never suffer. It means Christ bore the judicial penalty of their 
sins and secured their standing before God. The New Testament therefore distinguishes hostility 
inflicted by the world from wrath administered by God. Persecution may kill the body, but it 
cannot reverse justification. Divine eschatological wrath is a judicial outpouring upon a 
rebellious world.

Paul places deliverance within the ordinary Christian posture: conversion, service, and waiting 
for God’s Son from heaven. The participle describing Jesus as the One who delivers points to His 
defining role as Rescuer from the coming wrath. In 1 Thessalonians 5:9, Paul reinforces the 
contrast: “God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The immediate setting concerns the Day of the Lord arriving suddenly upon those saying “Peace 
and safety.” Believers are children of light, not the appointed objects of that day’s judgment.

Some interpreters limit these promises to protection while wrath falls. God certainly can 
preserve people within judgment, as He preserved Israel in Goshen. But Revelation also depicts 
saints being conquered and killed during the beast’s reign. The specific promise to Philadelphia 
is not merely preservation from trial but preservation “from the hour” that comes upon the 
whole inhabited world. The pre-tribulation reading understands this as removal from the 
worldwide time period itself.

Revelation 3:10 KJV — Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth.

Important phrase: “Them that dwell upon the earth” becomes a moral-technical description 
in Revelation for earthbound rebels who resist God (compare Revelation 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8, 
14). The coming hour tests that world, while Christ promises a different destiny to His faithful 
assembly.
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3. Who Opens the First Seal?
Revelation 6:1 KJV — And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it 
were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.

The first seal isn’t opened by Satan, the beast, or a human ruler. The Lamb who was found 
worthy in Revelation 5 opens it. Every seal follows from Christ’s authority over the scroll. 
Secondary agents remain morally responsible, but the judgments unfold because heaven 
authorizes the sequence.

This observation challenges schemes that postpone all divine wrath until late in the period. 
Revelation 6 reaches its verbal climax when terrified humanity cries that “the great day of his 
wrath is come.” Their recognition in verses 16–17 doesn’t necessarily identify the first instant 
wrath began; it can describe the moment its reality becomes undeniable. The earlier seals have 
already brought conquest, war, famine, death, martyrdom, and cosmic disturbance under the 
Lamb’s administration.

The scroll itself is introduced in heaven before any horseman rides. Its exact legal classification 
isn’t stated, so claims that it is certainly a Roman will, title deed, or specific ancient contract 
should be made cautiously. What the text does say is sufficient: the Lamb alone is worthy to take 
it, break its seals, and bring God’s purposes toward their appointed conclusion.

A needed correction: It is popular to identify every first-century scroll custom with Revelation 
5. Ancient wills, deeds, and contracts sometimes used seals, but Revelation never names the 
scroll’s document type. The theological point is Christ’s worthiness and sovereign authority, 
not a speculative reconstruction of Roman paperwork.
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4. Israel, the Church, and Daniel’s Seventieth Week
Daniel 9:24 KJV — Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy.

Gabriel defines the scope before presenting the chronology. The seventy “weeks”—sevens—are 
decreed for Daniel’s people and holy city: Israel and Jerusalem. Sixty-nine sevens lead to Messiah 
the Prince, after which Messiah is cut off and Jerusalem is destroyed. The final seven is then 
described through a ruler’s covenant, its midpoint violation, sacrifice, abomination, and decreed 
desolation.

The text itself creates room between the sixty-ninth and seventieth sevens because Messiah’s 
death and Jerusalem’s destruction occur after the sixty-nine, while the final covenant belongs to 
the remaining seven. Dispensationalism identifies the present Church age within that interval. 
This isn’t the invention of a “gap” to rescue a theory; prophetic passages often place events side 
by side that later revelation shows to be separated in time. Isaiah 61:1–2 is a classic example: in 
Luke 4, Jesus stops before the clause concerning the day of vengeance.

The Church is not a replacement Israel. It is a new man in Christ, made from believing Jews and 
Gentiles, with distinct promises and a heavenly calling. Romans 11 warns Gentile believers 
against boasting over Israel’s temporary hardening and anticipates future mercy toward Israel. 
If God’s covenants with Israel retain their plain meaning, Daniel’s final week naturally returns 
attention to Israel, Jerusalem, the temple, sacrifice, tribes, and the nations.

Romans 11:25–27 KJV — For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There 
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my 
covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.

Little-known structural point: Daniel 9:24 supplies six goals for the seventy sevens. Several 
reach beyond the return from Babylon and beyond Christ’s first advent to the establishment of 
everlasting righteousness and the completion of prophecy. That unfinished agenda is one 
reason interpreters expect a future seventieth week.
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5. Imminency and the Blessed Hope
Titus 2:13 KJV — Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Imminency means Christ may come for His Church without a predicted event that must first 
occur. It doesn’t mean He must come within a particular generation, nor does it license date-
setting. The New Testament repeatedly directs believers to wait for Christ, watch, remain ready, 
and encourage one another with His coming.

If the Church must first identify the Antichrist, witness a seven-year covenant, observe the 
abomination of desolation, or survive a known sequence of seals and trumpets, the object of 
immediate expectation changes. Believers would know that Christ’s gathering could not occur 
until those signs had appeared. Pre-tribulationism best preserves the signless character of the 
Church’s hope while allowing Israel and the nations to experience the sign-filled sequence 
leading to the visible Second Coming.

The New Testament’s expectation is ethical, not speculative. Because Christ may come, believers 
should pursue holiness, steadiness, service, and gospel urgency. Imminency isn’t permission to 
abandon ordinary responsibility. It makes every day accountable to the returning Lord.

What imminency does not mean: It doesn’t mean every New Testament writer expected with 
certainty to remain alive until the Rapture. Peter was told something about his death; Paul 
anticipated possible martyrdom. Corporate readiness and personal mortality can coexist. The 
Church in every generation is to live ready because no revealed prophetic date governs the 
Rapture.



THE DOGEARED DISCIPLE  •  DAVID FLOYD

10

6. Jesus’ Promise in John 14
John 14:1–3 KJV — Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Jesus promises departure, preparation, return, reception, and permanent presence. The 
direction is decisive: He receives His own to Himself. This differs in emphasis from passages 
where the Son of Man comes to earth in judgment and the nations mourn.

The noun translated “mansions” means dwelling places or rooms, not necessarily detached 
palaces. The comfort lies in belonging in the Father’s household and being with Christ. The 
passage also resonates with ancient marriage imagery: a bridegroom’s departure, preparation, 
return, and reception of the bride. That background can illuminate the emotional force of the 
promise, but the doctrine should rest on Jesus’ words, not on overly rigid wedding timelines 
reconstructed from later customs.

John 14 and 1 Thessalonians 4 mutually clarify one another. Paul explains how Christ gathers 
the dead and living saints; Jesus explains the relational purpose and destination. The Church is 
received to the Lord, not merely rearranged on earth at the instant He begins judging the 
nations.

Responsible use of background: Jewish wedding customs varied across time and place. 
Claims about an exact seven-day bridal chamber or a secret midnight arrival shouldn’t be 
treated as inspired chronology. The safe parallel is the one visible in the text: the Bridegroom 
goes, prepares, returns, and receives His own.
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7. Heaven Before Judgment: Revelation 4–5

Illustration 1. Revelation presents the Lamb as worthy to open the sealed scroll and administer the judgment program.

After the messages to the seven churches, John is summoned through an open door into heaven. 
Revelation 4–5 then presents twenty-four elders seated around God’s throne, dressed in white, 
wearing crowns, worshiping as a royal-priestly company. Only afterward does the Lamb open 
the seals in Revelation 6.

Pre-tribulation interpreters see the elders as representatives of the glorified Church. Their 
thrones suggest rule, their white garments correspond to promised clothing, and their stephanos 
crowns fit rewards given to overcomers. Angels are never presented as redeemed, crowned 
elders. The number twenty-four may echo the twenty-four priestly divisions in 1 Chronicles 24, 
suggesting representative priesthood rather than a literal population count.

This identification is strong but should be stated as an inference, not as an explicit label supplied 
by Revelation. Even so, the scene fits the larger pre-tribulation sequence: the Church’s testimony 
on earth dominates Revelation 2–3; a heavenly, crowned, worshiping body appears in chapters 4
–5; then the Lamb begins judgment.

Textual caution: Revelation 5:9–10 has manuscript and translation differences involving 
“us/them” and “we/they.” The identity of the elders shouldn’t depend only on first-person 
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pronouns in one English rendering. Their full description and location provide the broader 
argument.
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8. The Rapture and the Second Coming Compared

Figure 2. A conceptual dispensational sequence from the Church age to the Messianic kingdom.

Figure 3. The Rapture and visible Second Coming share one Lord but display different movements and purposes.
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Feature Rapture of the Church Visible Second Coming

Primary passages John 14:1–3; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–
18; 1 Corinthians 15:51–52

Zechariah 14:1–5; Matthew 24:29–
31; Revelation 19:11–21

Movement Believers caught up to meet Christ 
in the air

Christ descends to earth with 
heavenly armies

Emphasis Resurrection, transformation, 
reunion, comfort

War, judgment, Israel’s 
deliverance, kingdom

Signs Presented as an expectant, 
imminent hope

Follows identifiable Tribulation 
events

Effect on unbelievers
Sudden destruction follows; no 
universal judgment scene 
described in the Rapture texts

Nations mourn; armies defeated; 
survivors judged

Destination emphasis Christ receives believers to 
Himself in the Father’s house

Christ establishes rule upon the 
earth

No single contrast proves two stages by itself. Together, however, the differences are difficult to 
flatten into one undifferentiated event. Pre-tribulationism understands them as two phases of 
Christ’s coming: first for His saints, later with His saints. The phases belong to one broad advent 
program but perform different purposes.



THE DOGEARED DISCIPLE  •  DAVID FLOYD

15

9. Grace, Union with Christ, and the Whole Body
1 Corinthians 12:13 KJV — For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

The Rapture isn’t a reward for unusually watchful Christians. Rewards differ according to 
service, but membership in Christ’s body rests on the Spirit’s baptizing work received through 
faith. A partial Rapture would divide Christ’s body according to performance and confuse 
justification with reward.

The New Testament does call believers to watch and live faithfully. Those commands concern 
fellowship, usefulness, reward, and freedom from shame—not whether a genuinely regenerate 
believer remains outside the body when Christ gathers it. The dead in Christ are raised, and 
living believers are changed. Paul doesn’t create a third category of justified but insufficiently 
vigilant Christians left behind to earn inclusion through suffering.

This is where the pre-tribulation hope displays grace. Christ gathers the Church because she 
belongs to Him. The ground is not personal worthiness but union with the worthy Savior. The 
doctrine therefore encourages holiness from security, not holiness as an attempt to qualify for 
rescue.
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10. Common Objections Answered

“Jesus gathers the elect after the Tribulation in Matthew 24.”

Matthew 24:29–31 plainly describes a gathering after the Tribulation. The question is the identity 
and purpose of that gathering. The discourse is saturated with Judean geography, Sabbath 
concerns, the temple, Daniel’s abomination, and the visible sign of the Son of Man. Pre-
tribulation interpreters understand the elect here within Israel’s end-time restoration and the 
regathering associated with Messiah’s kingdom, not as a restatement of the mystery revealed in 
1 Corinthians 15.

“The last trumpet must be Revelation’s seventh trumpet.”

“Last” is last within a stated sequence, not automatically the last trumpet anywhere in Scripture. 
Paul wrote 1 Corinthians decades before Revelation’s final form and gives no indication that his 
readers needed John’s later seven-trumpet vision to decode him. The trumpet in 1 Corinthians 
raises and transforms the Church; Revelation’s seventh trumpet announces kingdom and 
judgment and contains an extended heavenly scene. Function and audience differ.

“The saints are in Revelation, so the Church is there.”

Saint means holy one; it isn’t an exclusive technical name for the Church. Old Testament 
believers, Church-age believers, and those converted during Daniel’s seventieth week can all be 
called saints. Revelation explicitly depicts a great multitude coming out of the Great Tribulation 
and martyrs who refused the beast. Their existence proves that God saves during that period, 
not that the Church entered it as the Church.

“The doctrine began with John Nelson Darby.”

Darby systematized and popularized a mature dispensational pre-tribulation framework in the 
nineteenth century, but a doctrine’s truth is determined by Scripture, not by the date it was 
organized. Earlier texts contain elements resembling removal before tribulation, though 
historians debate their precise meaning. It is inaccurate to claim there was a complete, 
universally taught modern system in the early Church; it is also too sweeping to claim nobody 
before Darby ever expressed a pre-tribulational idea.

“Pre-tribulationism is escapism.”

Every Christian hopes to escape divine condemnation because Christ bore it. Calling a promised 
deliverance “escapist” doesn’t answer the exegesis. Luke 21:36 even uses escape language: 
believers are told to watch and pray concerning escape from coming events and standing before 
the Son of Man. Pre-tribulationism doesn’t promise exemption from present persecution; it 
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identifies God’s explicit escape plan for the Church from the appointed hour of eschatological 
wrath.

“Apostasia in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 means the Rapture.”

Some pre-tribulation teachers understand hē apostasia as a physical departure and connect it to 
the Rapture. Early English Bibles sometimes used “departing,” but departure can describe 
defection as well as spatial movement. Standard Koine usage strongly favors rebellion or 
apostasy, as in Acts 21:21. The pre-tribulation case doesn’t need to rest on this disputed lexical 
argument. A careful advocate can acknowledge the proposal while building the main case from 
clearer passages.

Why this restraint adds value: Good interpretation distinguishes what is certain, probable, 
possible, and speculative. Refusing to lean on a weak argument doesn’t weaken the doctrine; it 
keeps the reader’s confidence anchored to the strongest evidence.
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11. Little-Known Historical Evidence—Handled Carefully
The historical question is useful but secondary. The Church fathers weren’t inspired 
interpreters, and early eschatology was diverse. Still, several sources complicate the popular 
claim that every pre-Darby Christian held an identical post-tribulation scheme.

Irenaeus of Lyons

In Against Heresies 5.29.1, Irenaeus wrote of the Church being “suddenly caught up” and then 
spoke of unparalleled tribulation. The wording is striking, but his larger eschatology contains 
passages interpreted in different ways. The safest conclusion is that Irenaeus supplies an early 
conceptual parallel worthy of discussion, not an uncontested copy of modern dispensationalism.

Pseudo-Ephraem

A sermon transmitted under Ephraem’s name but generally treated as pseudonymous says that 
the saints and elect are gathered before the coming tribulation and taken to the Lord. Its date 
and textual history are debated, and it shouldn’t be misrepresented as a certain fourth-century 
statement from Ephraem himself. Even with those cautions, it demonstrates that a pre-
tribulational gathering concept existed well before the nineteenth century.

Morgan Edwards

The eighteenth-century Baptist Morgan Edwards proposed that resurrected saints would be 
caught up before a tribulation interval. His chronology wasn’t identical to modern pre-
tribulationism, but his published proposal predates Darby. That fact alone disproves the 
simplistic claim that Darby originated every form of a pre-tribulational translation.

Historical development is normal in theology. The Church took centuries to formulate precise 
vocabulary for the Trinity and Christ’s two natures, yet those doctrines are judged from 
Scripture. Likewise, the proper question is not “Who first arranged the chart?” but “Which 
reading best accounts for the biblical data?”
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12. Living in Light of the Blessed Hope
Prophecy is meant to shape discipleship. Paul ends the central Rapture passage with “comfort 
one another.” John connects hope in Christ’s appearing with purification. Titus connects the 
blessed hope with denying ungodliness and living soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age.

 Live ready, without setting dates.
 Serve faithfully, because the Master may return.
 Refuse fear-driven speculation and sensational claims.
 Share the gospel while the door of grace remains open.
 Comfort grieving believers with the certainty of resurrection and reunion.
 Stand with persecuted Christians; pre-tribulation hope never minimizes their present 

suffering.
 Love believers who interpret the timing differently while reasoning carefully from Scripture.

The Church isn’t waiting for the Antichrist as her hope. She is waiting for Jesus Christ. Darkness 
may deepen, but darkness doesn’t define the believer’s future. Christ has promised to return, 
transform His people, receive them to Himself, and complete every purpose of God.
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PART TWO — DEEPER STUDY
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13. The Words Behind “Caught Up” and “Changed”
Why this matters: The Greek vocabulary doesn’t decide the timing by itself, but it tells us 
exactly what kind of event Paul describes: sudden divine seizure, bodily transformation, 
resurrection, reunion, and permanent presence with Christ.

Harpazō: sudden, decisive removal

In 1 Thessalonians 4:17, “caught up” translates harpazō. The word can describe forceful seizure, 
rescue from danger, or sudden transfer. Philip was caught away after speaking with the 
Ethiopian official in Acts 8:39. Paul was caught up to paradise in 2 Corinthians 12:2–4. The male 
child in Revelation 12:5 is caught up to God and His throne. The contexts differ, but the shared 
idea is decisive action performed by a power outside the person being moved.

The Latin Vulgate translated the verb with a form of rapio. That Latin history supplied the 
English theological term rapture. The doctrine isn’t absent because an English label isn’t printed 
in the KJV. “Trinity” works the same way: the label summarizes biblical teaching without 
appearing as an English noun in the text.

Atomos: a change that cannot be divided
1 Corinthians 15:51–52 KJV — Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

Paul says the change occurs “in a moment.” The noun atomos describes what cannot be cut into 
smaller parts. Our English word atom comes through this history. Paul’s point is not modern 
physics; it is indivisibility. The transformation isn’t a long spiritual process. God completes it in 
an irreducible instant.

The “mystery” isn’t resurrection in general. Job and Daniel already anticipated resurrection. The 
newly disclosed truth is that an entire living generation will be transformed without first passing 
through death, while deceased Church-age believers are raised incorruptible. The event unites 
both groups in one completed body.

Translation note: “To meet” in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 is apantēsis. It can describe going out to 
welcome an arriving dignitary, but the noun doesn’t tell us by itself where the group travels 
afterward. John 14 supplies the decisive destination emphasis: Christ receives believers to 
Himself in connection with the Father’s house.
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14. The Church as Body, Bride, Temple, and Mystery
A doctrine of identity: Rapture timing cannot be separated from ecclesiology—the Bible’s 
doctrine of what the Church is.

The Church isn’t merely a collection of religious individuals who happen to live between 
Pentecost and the Second Coming. She is a Spirit-formed body united to Christ as Head, a bride 
promised to Christ, a living temple indwelt by the Spirit, and a mystery fellowship in which 
believing Jews and Gentiles share equal standing.

1 Corinthians 12:12–13 KJV — For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we 
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

This corporate identity answers the partial-Rapture theory. Christ doesn’t gather only the most 
alert members while leaving other regenerate members behind to complete the body through 
Tribulation suffering. Rewards vary; membership doesn’t. Every believer sealed by the Spirit 
belongs to the one body. When the Head summons His body, the whole body goes.

Bride imagery adds relational warmth. Ephesians 5 grounds Christ’s love for the Church in His 
self-giving sacrifice and His purpose to present her to Himself. Revelation 19 later shows the 
marriage of the Lamb before Christ rides from heaven in judgment. The imagery doesn’t make 
every wedding custom an inspired timetable, but it does establish that Christ prepares, cleanses, 
receives, and publicly displays His bride.

The temple image adds another dimension. The Spirit indwells the Church corporately. When 
Paul discusses the restraining reality in 2 Thessalonians 2, many pre-tribulation interpreters 
therefore see a close relationship between the Spirit’s present ministry through the Church and 
the change that permits the lawless one to be revealed. The Spirit remains omnipresent and 
active after the Rapture; what changes is His distinctive Church-forming and restraining 
administration.

Dispensational balance: Distinguishing Israel and the Church doesn’t mean separating Jewish 
and Gentile believers inside the Church. It means refusing to make the Church absorb Israel’s 
national identity and unfulfilled covenant promises.
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15. The Restrainer and the Revelation of the Lawless One
2 Thessalonians 2:6–8 KJV — And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in 
his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he 
be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.

Paul assumes the Thessalonians remember oral instruction we don’t possess. That makes 
dogmatism about the restrainer unwise. Proposals include human government, angelic power, 
the preaching Church, and the Holy Spirit working through the Church. The shift from a neuter 
description—“what restrains”—to a masculine one—“he who restrains”—fits especially well with 
a restraining power expressed through personal agency.

The Holy Spirit cannot be removed from creation. He is God, and Revelation portrays people 
coming to faith during the Tribulation. The pre-tribulation proposal is more precise: when Christ 
removes the Church, the Spirit’s present restraint through the indwelt body is withdrawn, 
allowing the lawless one to appear in his appointed time.

This interpretation harmonizes with the sequence without becoming the only proof. Paul begins 
the chapter with Christ’s coming and our gathering to Him, comforts believers who feared the 
Day had arrived, and then explains why the lawless one’s revelation remains controlled by God. 
Evil isn’t sovereign. Even the Antichrist appears only “in his time.”

What we can say confidently: The restrainer is presently active, the lawless one is not free to 
appear at will, and God controls both the timing and destruction of the final rebel. The precise 
identity is a reason for humility, not fear.
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16. The Judgment Seat, Marriage, and the Church in Heaven
A pre-tribulation interval provides room for events Scripture associates with the Church before 
her return with Christ: evaluation at Christ’s judgment seat and the marriage of the Lamb. 
Neither event determines salvation. Both concern the already redeemed.

2 Corinthians 5:10 KJV — For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad.

The judgment seat translates bēma, a raised platform used for official evaluation. Paul’s 
emphasis is accountability and recompense, not condemnation. Romans 8:1 has already declared 
no condemnation for those in Christ. Works can be rewarded or suffer loss, as 1 Corinthians 3 
explains, while the believer remains saved because the foundation is Christ.

Revelation 19:7–8 presents the bride made ready and clothed in fine linen, interpreted as the 
righteous acts of the saints. Then heaven opens and Christ descends with armies clothed in fine 
linen. Pre-tribulationists see a coherent order: the Church is gathered, evaluated, presented, and 
then accompanies Christ at the public return.

This doesn’t require us to know the duration of heavenly events in earthly time. It does show 
that collapsing Rapture, reward, marriage, and descent into one instantaneous post-Tribulation 
turn-around creates avoidable pressure on the narrative sequence.

Grace and reward: Salvation is a gift received through faith; reward concerns faithful 
stewardship after salvation. Confusing those categories produces either pride or fear.
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17. Who Enters the Millennial Kingdom?
A question late-Rapture systems must answer: If every living believer is glorified at Christ’s 
return and every unbeliever is removed in judgment, who remains in natural bodies to 
populate the kingdom?

Matthew 25 describes the Son of Man sitting on His throne and separating the nations. The sheep 
enter the kingdom; the goats depart into punishment. The sheep are believers who survived the 
Tribulation and demonstrated living faith by their treatment of Christ’s brethren. They enter the 
kingdom as mortal people, marry, bear children, work, and live under Messiah’s righteous rule.

Revelation 20 later describes nations existing at the end of the thousand years and a final 
rebellion after Satan is released. Those rebels cannot be glorified saints, because glorified saints 
are immortal and confirmed in righteousness. They descend from mortal kingdom inhabitants.

The pre-tribulation sequence accounts for every group. The Church is glorified before the 
Tribulation. Many people believe during the Tribulation; some are martyred and later 
resurrected, while others survive. Christ judges the survivors, and believing survivors enter the 
kingdom in natural bodies. Glorified saints reign alongside them.

A post-Tribulation Rapture at the exact moment of the Second Coming must either leave some 
believers unglorified without textual warrant or repopulate the kingdom through people just 
judged as unbelievers. The kingdom-entry question isn’t a slogan; it is a serious test of 
chronological coherence.

Three populations in the kingdom: Glorified saints reign; believing Jewish and Gentile 
survivors enter in mortal bodies; children are born during the kingdom and must personally 
respond to Messiah’s rule.
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18. Matthew 24: Israel, the Tribulation, and the Gathering
Matthew 24 is central to objections against pre-tribulationism because Jesus gathers His elect 
after the Tribulation. The key question isn’t whether a post-Tribulation gathering occurs—it 
plainly does. The question is whether Jesus is describing the Church’s mystery Rapture or Israel’s 
end-time regathering at the visible arrival of Messiah.

The setting is the temple. The disciples ask about its destruction, Christ’s coming, and the end of 
the age. Jesus speaks of Judea, Sabbath travel, flight from rooftops, Daniel’s abomination, false 
messiahs, unprecedented distress, cosmic signs, and the visible sign of the Son of Man. Those 
markers place the discourse within Israel’s prophetic world.

The trumpet gathering of Matthew 24:31 echoes Old Testament restoration language, especially 
Isaiah 27:13, where a great trumpet summons dispersed Israelites to worship at Jerusalem. 
Angels gather the elect from the four winds as the King arrives to establish His earthly reign. 
Paul’s Rapture revelation, by contrast, centers on the dead in Christ, instantaneous 
transformation, and meeting the Lord in the air.

This distinction doesn’t deny that Church saints are elect. It recognizes that “elect” is broader 
than one dispensation. Israel is called elect in Isaiah; Christ is God’s elect Servant; angels can be 
elect; and Tribulation believers belong to God. Context identifies the group.

Interpretive caution: Pre-tribulation teachers differ about whether Matthew 24:36–44 shifts 
toward Rapture-like imminency. The strongest case doesn’t require forcing the Rapture into 
the passage. Matthew 24 can primarily address Israel and the visible return while the Church’s 
mystery is explained elsewhere.
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19. Historical Development Without Caricature
Critics often say the pre-tribulation Rapture was invented by John Nelson Darby in the 
nineteenth century. That claim compresses a complicated history into a weapon. Darby 
undeniably systematized and promoted dispensational pre-tribulationism. It doesn’t follow that 
he fabricated its biblical components or that no earlier Christian expressed a gathering before 
tribulation.

Irenaeus wrote of the Church being “suddenly caught up” followed by unparalleled tribulation. 
A Latin sermon commonly called Pseudo-Ephraem speaks of saints gathered to the Lord before 
coming tribulation. Morgan Edwards, an eighteenth-century Baptist, proposed a translation of 
the saints before a period of tribulation. Each source has interpretive complications, and none 
reproduces modern charts word for word.

That’s exactly why careful history avoids two extremes. We shouldn’t claim the early Church 
unanimously taught a detailed modern system. We also shouldn’t claim every pre-Darby 
Christian taught one identical post-Tribulation position. Ideas develop, vocabulary sharpens, and 
neglected connections are recovered over time.

Doctrines are finally judged by Scripture. Historical witnesses can disprove the allegation of 
sheer novelty or illuminate interpretive possibilities, but apostolic authority belongs to the 
biblical text, not to Darby, Irenaeus, a medieval sermon, or a modern conference.

A fair conclusion: Darby was a major systematizer, not a sufficient explanation for why 
readers find the pre-tribulation pattern in John, Paul, Daniel, and Revelation.
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20. Questions Readers Commonly Ask

Can someone be saved after the Rapture?

Yes. Revelation portrays a multitude coming out of the Great Tribulation and martyrs who refuse 
the beast. Their salvation is still by grace through faith in Christ. The Rapture ends the Church’s 
present mission; it doesn’t exhaust God’s mercy.

Will every Christian be taken?

Every person genuinely united to Christ belongs to His body and will be gathered. The Rapture 
isn’t a reward for spiritual elites. False profession is another matter; church attendance doesn’t 
create union with Christ.

Does “no man knows the day or hour” prove imminency?

It supports watchfulness but isn’t the foundation by itself. The broader case comes from the 
Church being told to wait for Christ without first being given a Tribulation checklist.

Is the Rapture secret?

The central passages include a shout, an archangelic voice, and God’s trumpet. “Secret” can 
mean unannounced to the unbelieving world, but it shouldn’t be used to imply silence. Scripture 
emphasizes suddenness and recognition by believers.

Does pre-tribulationism weaken preparedness?

It should do the opposite. Imminency makes today accountable. Christians should endure 
persecution, resist deception, serve faithfully, and know Scripture. Our preparedness is for 
Christ and present faithfulness, not for earning deliverance.
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Figure 4. Biblical rescue patterns support the character of God’s promised deliverance without replacing direct Rapture 
texts.
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The Gospel of Salvation
1 Corinthians 15:1–4 KJV — Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I 
delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures.

Understanding prophecy cannot save anyone. Jesus Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures. Salvation is received by grace through faith in 
Him—not earned through religion, works, endurance, church membership, or prophetic 
knowledge.

If you have never trusted Christ, believe on Him as your Savior. He paid the penalty for sin and 
rose bodily from the dead. Eternal life is God’s gift to everyone who rests in Christ and His 
finished work.
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Study and Discussion Questions
 How does John 14 clarify the destination and purpose of the Rapture?
 Why must persecution from the world be distinguished from the wrath of the Day of the 

Lord?
 What does Daniel 9 say explicitly about the people and city to whom the seventy sevens 

belong?
 Which contrasts between the Rapture and Second Coming are strongest, and which are 

supporting inferences?
 How does union with Christ answer partial-Rapture teaching?
 Why does the kingdom-entry question create difficulty for a late Rapture?
 What historical claims should pre-tribulation teachers avoid overstating?
 How should imminency change daily service, holiness, generosity, and evangelism?
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Appendix A — A Compact Prophetic Sequence
1. Church age: The gospel goes to Jews and Gentiles; believers are formed into one body in 
Christ.

2. Rapture: The dead in Christ rise; living believers are changed; the Church meets Christ in the 
air.

3. Heavenly preparation: The Church is with Christ; judgment and reward precede her return 
with Him.

4. Daniel’s seventieth week: The Lamb opens the seals; Israel and the nations move through the 
appointed time of judgment.

5. Visible Second Coming: Christ returns to earth, defeats His enemies, delivers Israel, and 
judges the nations.

6. Messianic kingdom: Christ reigns; covenant promises reach their appointed earthly 
fulfillment.
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Appendix B — Key Terms
Rapture: The catching up and transformation of the Church described in 1 Thessalonians 4 and 
1 Corinthians 15.

Tribulation: In this book, Daniel’s future seventieth week, culminating in the Great Tribulation 
and Christ’s visible return.

Day of the Lord: The broad prophetic period of divine intervention, judgment, and kingdom 
consummation; passages emphasize different aspects of it.

Imminency: The truth that no revealed prophetic event must occur before Christ may come for 
His Church.

Dispensationalism: A method of interpretation emphasizing progressive revelation, 
grammatical-historical reading, and the continuing distinction between Israel and the Church.

Wrath: God’s judicial response to sin; context determines whether a passage refers to temporal 
discipline, final condemnation, or eschatological judgment.

Selected Bibliography
 Benware, Paul N. Understanding End Times Prophecy. Moody Publishers.
 Chafer, Lewis Sperry. Systematic Theology. Dallas Seminary Press.
 Fruchtenbaum, Arnold G. The Footsteps of the Messiah. Ariel Ministries.
 Irenaeus. Against Heresies, Book V, especially 5.5 and 5.29.
 Pentecost, J. Dwight. Things to Come. Zondervan.
 Ryrie, Charles C. Dispensationalism. Moody Publishers.
 Showers, Renald E. Maranatha: Our Lord, Come! Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry.
 Walvoord, John F. The Rapture Question. Zondervan.
 The Holy Bible, King James Version.

Historical references are included for context, not as authorities equal to Scripture. Readers 
should consult primary texts and compare competing interpretations.

About the Author
David Floyd has been a Christian for more than five decades and has served as a Bible teacher 
and pastor. After retiring from a career in Information Technology, he continued his lifelong 
desire to serve the Lord by creating biblical teaching resources through The Dogeared Disciple. 
His work emphasizes the gospel of grace, the blessed hope of the Church, dispensational Bible 
study, and the importance of understanding God’s prophetic Word.


